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 TECHNICIAN’S TIP OF THE MONTH

When sending in upper and lower impressions for implant cases, it is 
beneficial to us that they are the same: either both quadrant or both full 
arch impressions. If you mix and match a quadrant with full arch impression, 
articulation may be compromised. However, quadrant impressions are OK 
for single or double posterior implants with adjacent natural teeth. For all 
other implant cases and all bridges, full arch impressions are recommended.  
 

These photos are a perfect example of what not to do.  
These are screen shots of scans taken at the lab from traditional 
impressions for an implant case. It is a quadrant lower impression 
with a full upper impression. No tooth information was provided. 
We’re assuming this is for #20, but there is room for a full molar. A full 
idea of the symmetry of the arch could inform our design strategy.
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PLEASE NOTE 
D&S Dental Laboratory 
Will Be Closed the 
Following Dates in 2019 

September 2   
Labor Day 

November 28-29 
Thanksgiving 

December 25 
Christmas 
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EDGE

Need Help Selecting an Intraoral Scanner? 
Many dental practices are purchasing intraoral scanners because they realize the long-term benefits. 
Digital impressions are quicker, more accurate and provide a better patient experience than traditional 
impressions. However, the number of intraoral scanner models on the market can be overwhelming.

To help you compare scanners, the Institute of Digital Dentistry recently published an objective 
review of intraoral scanners shown at the 2019 International Dental Show. The overall ratings are 
shown below on a 5-point scale with 5 indicating best performance.

 The system only requires an 
analog impression and jaw 
relation to get started 

You can download the full report from the blog page at www.instituteofdigitaldentistry.com.  
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